Attachment 3A4
WHAT IS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT?

Community Development is a process of change whereby people work together around common issues and aspirations in ways that enhance learning, encourage participation, and support the development of a culture of informed and accountable decision making. Community may refer either to a geographical community where the common issues are those of the locality or to a community of interest or identity where the common issues are not spatial. 
There is no single universally accepted definition of Community Development though many attempts at a definition exist, such as that in The Budapest Declaration, and those produced by Community Development Exchange and The Scottish Community Development Centre. 
Community Development may be thought of as a social process which happens anyway but the phrase more commonly refers to an intervention using skilled, and usually paid, staff which encourages people in communities to come together, share and voice their concerns, and take action which addresses these concerns in a collective, participative and democratic way. Community development supports the need to learn from each other and to co-operate in order that consistent and sustainable progress can be achieved. It is an intervention which may be used both by government bodies where their agendas fit with the principles of community development and by statutory, voluntary and community organisations. 
Community development’s concern with change means it is an unavoidably political subject which government will sometimes find challenging. Nevertheless, it is a process which is increasingly becoming a building block of modern democracy. Effective community development will, first and foremost, benefit the ordinary citizens who make up the communities where development takes place. It will particularly benefit those individuals who become actively involved in community development processes and their activity and learning will benefit the community as a whole. 
Government and other agencies will also benefit from their interaction with communities which are more confident, better informed, more articulate and better organised. As a consequence policy and service delivery will be better focused, less wasteful and more sustainable in the longer term. 
