INTRODUCTION TO THURSDAY APRIL the 16th SESSION
By Sel Williams (sel.wilias@outlook.com)

I know some of the members of the Llechi, Glo, Cefn Gwlad project and gradually getting to virtually know others. I thought it an idea to introduce myself and say a little about my background and about the session on Thursday, April the 16th.

I’ve worked at different times as a builder’s labourer, research scientist, schoolteacher and lecturer at the University in Bangor. Background in teaching, research and writing in the fields of Biology, Philosophy, Economics and Community Development. Now retired from full-time work but continue to do some part-time teaching as a community education tutor.

Practical experience in various aspects of community development over a period of some fifty years. Currently director of several community enterprises, nationally, and locally in the Ffestiniog area where I live with Caren, my ‘cymar’ (partner). These local ventures include the community hotel, Y Pengwern in Llan Ffestiniog, and Cwmni Bro Ffestiniog which is a network of 14 social enterprises in the Ffestiniog area.(See website: cwmnibro.cymru)

[bookmark: _GoBack]I’m excited about trying to do some teaching for the Llechi, Glo, Cefn Gwlad group but also quite nervous as I’m new to teaching digitally. I’ll be 75 next month so I’m of the generation that, as a child, considered a biro expensive high tech. So, I hope you’ll bear with me as I struggle with the medium and also as we work out the message together. What I hope develops is a group of us learning together and from one another, as has started to happen in the 2 Zoom sessions I’ve seen. I’ll do my best to facilitate some content which I think is valuable, starting with a session on Understanding Community on Thursday, April the 16th. We’ll do a case study of a community I’m familiar with in Snowdonia, Dyffryn Peris, and the aim is to tell the story of this place and its people but abstract from their story concepts which apply generally to understanding communities across the world. Ideally, I’d like to take you as a group to one of my favourite places, a vantage point in Dyffryn Peris, and tell the story there. Failing that, Gwenlli, Ceri and I had hoped to BROcast a film about the community but the Cerona Corona restrictions on travelling meant postponing the filming. So, we have to do with some imagination on your behalf and a rather unusual map plus some notes I’ve prepared, in Welsh and English, which I’m sending to you prior to the Thursday, April the 16th session. Could you please have the map and notes to hand for the Thursday meeting; that should enable us to work efficiently in the half hour we have. I’ll have paper versions of the map and notes by the side of my computer but I’m sure you’ll adopt more digitally effective ways of having the information to hand. 
Looking forward to next Thursday.
Hwyl,
Sel.
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